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Per RSA 466:31 and 31-A, relevant portions detailed below, please remember 
the “dog waste” law, and clean up after your pet. Thank you! 


TITLE XLV, ANIMALS, CHAPTER 466, DOGS AND CATS 


Muzzling and Restraining Dogs 


Section 466:31 


466:31 Dogs a Menace, a Nuisance or Vicious. –  
    I. [Repealed.]  
    II. Under this section, a dog is considered to be a nuisance, a menace, or vicious to persons or 
to property under any or all but not limited to the following conditions:  
       (a) If a dog is ""at large,'' which means it is off the premises of the owner or keeper and not 
under the control of any person by means of personal presence and attention as will reasonably 
control the conduct of such dog, unless accompanied by the owner or custodian. This 
subparagraph shall not include a dog which is being used for hunting, supervised competition, 
exhibition, or training for such activities if accompanied by the owner or custodian, or a dog which 
is guarding, working, or herding livestock, as defined in RSA 21: 34-a, II(a)(4), meaning that the 
owner or custodian must be able to see or hear the dog, or have reasonable knowledge of where 
the dog is hunting or herding, or where training is being conducted or where trials are being held, 
provided that such dog does not have to be within sight at all time;  
       (b) If it barks for sustained periods of more than 1/2 hour, or during the night hours so as to 
disturb the peace and quiet of a neighborhood or area, not including a dog which is guarding, 
working, or herding livestock, as defined in RSA 21:34-a, II(a)(4);  
       (c) If it digs, scratches, or excretes, or causes waste or garbage to be scattered on property 
other than its owner's 


TITLE XLV, ANIMALS, CHAPTER 466, DOGS AND CATS 


Muzzling and Restraining Dogs 


Section 466:31-a 


466:31-a Penalties. –  
    I. Any person who violates any provision of RSA 466:31 shall be guilty of a violation; provided 
that if such person chooses to pay the civil forfeiture specified in paragraph II, the person shall be 
deemed to have waived the right to have the case heard in district or municipal court and shall 
not be prosecuted or found guilty of a violation of RSA 466:31. Any person who does not pay the 
civil forfeiture specified in paragraph II shall have the case disposed of in district or municipal 
court. 


II. Any person who violates any of the provisions of RSA 466:31 shall be liable for a civil forfeiture, 
which shall be paid to the clerk of the town or city wherein such dog is owned or kept within 96 hours of 
the date and time notice is given by any law enforcement officer or other person authorized by the town 
to the owner or keeper of a dog in violation of RSA 466:31. If the forfeiture is paid, said payment shall 
be in full satisfaction of the assessed penalty. The forfeiture shall be in the amount as specified for the 
following violations:  
       (a) $25 for the first nuisance offense under RSA 466:31, II(a), (b), (c) or (d); $100 for the second or 
subsequent nuisance offense committed within 12 months of the first nuisance offense under RSA 
466:31, II(a), (b), (c) or (d). 


 














